
Home-school 
challenge 

Use your imagination to make the best friendship 
bracelet ever – using knotting, threading beads, 
twisting ribbon, whatever you can think of. The more 
original the better!

or, if you prefer...

make your own large version of the picture 
puzzle (over the page), joining 5 or 6 words about 
friendship. Either draw pictures or cut them out of 
magazines.

A dog is a man’s best Friend  
Near the village of Beddgelert in North Wales is a beautiful  

sculpture of a very special friend.  

According to legend, the monument marks the resting 

place of the faithful dog, Gelert, who once belonged to the 

medieval Welsh Prince, Llewelyn the Great. A tombstone 

tells the story of a fateful day when Llewelyn went  

out hunting leaving the faithful hound, Gelert, to guard  

his young son. On his return Gelert sprang to greet his 

master, but Llewelyn noticed some blood on his fur.   

He rushed inside his house. To his horror the first thing  

he saw was his son’s cot. It was empty! 

The frantic father turned on the dog, thinking he must 

have harmed the boy. He killed Gelert there and then with 

his sword. At that moment a child’s cry rang out through 

the house. Llewelyn searched and discovered his boy 

unharmed, but nearby lay the body of a mighty wolf which 

Gelert had killed before it attacked the small child.

Prince Llewelyn is said never to have smiled again and  

with tears of sadness he buried Gelert in this place,  

which became known as “the grave of Gelert”,  

or in Welsh, Beddgelert.

HALL OF FAMEFascinating 
facts

Friendship Bands 
Friendship bracelets are usually handmade and given 

to a special friend. According to American tradition 

you must wear the bracelet until the cords break and 

it falls off naturally. In this way you honour the love 

and hard work your friend put in to making it.  

Raksha Bandhan 
One special type of friendship bracelet is a Rakhi. 

Each year, normally in August, many Hindus mark 

Raksha Bandhan. The festival is a celebration of 

family life and in particular the relationship between 

brothers and sisters. They remember and talk about 

special times together, and think about loyalty, 

closeness, trust and their everlasting friendship. 

•	 Traditionally sisters tie a sacred thread, a Rakhi,  

on to their brothers’ wrists. 

•	 In response the brothers give their sisters a gift 

promising to help them whenever the need arises 

and to always protect them. 

•	 Celebrations continue throughout the day with gifts 

of sweets and special food as families enjoy the time 

they share together.
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