Values for Life – Thankfulness
The theme for next week is ‘God’s Greatest Gift.’

Sparrows

Skylarks

This week Sparrows
have been reading 'The
Singing Mermaid' as
part of our Sea topic. Reception have

Welcome to the last part of the
summer term.
This week we have looked at position,
direction and movement, and linked it to

written about what they like to do

geography, art, PE and maths work. The
children have begun their own treasure
maps and have studied signs, symbols and
keys. We have also learnt and written
about the famous pirate Blackbeard.
Thank you to all who have contributed to

when they visit the beach, while Year
1 have written alternative endings to
the Singing Mermaid story. In maths,
Reception took part in a shape hunt
around our garden, while Year 1
completed missing number puzzles,
looked at 3D shapes and ordered daily
routines and events. On Wednesday
we had a wonderful time on our Eco
day taking part in a variety of eco
awareness activities, all in celebration
of our green flag award.

the topic learning outside of school. We
have really enjoyed sharing the children’s
experiences.
Please see little note in reading diaries
regarding ‘Dress as a Pirate day’ next
Tuesday, 11th June.
Have a lovely weekend, Mrs Ward  and
Mrs Rix .

Swifts
A warm welcome back after the half term break. This week has been an exciting
week for Swifts. We enjoyed a wonderful Eco Day on Wednesday and had a
fantastic time taking part in all the different eco- themed activities. Swifts are
very proud of our school eco achievements.
Swifts had a wonderful Roman and Iceni themed day at Norwich Castle yesterday during which we
met an Iceni tribe member, trained with some rather fearsome Roman soldiers, handled some real
Roman objects and had fun making an Iceni Torc.
During maths Swifts have learnt how to convert Roman numerals. They have also been calculating the
perimeter of rectangles and regular 2D polygon shapes. Swifts then progressed to working out the
area of rectangles.
During the last few weeks in English Swifts have worked hard to plan and write their diaries about
the day they met a Stone Age man. They included all the features of a diary such as time connectives,
thoughts and feelings. We have also planned and written a recount about our last school trip. More
recently we have been learning about writing a setting description based around the book called
‘Escape From Pompeii.’
Doris and Geoffrey (our giant African land snails) enjoyed their half term break and are excited
about the weeks ahead. Swifts have been looking after them wonderfully and they are thriving!
We encourage Swifts to continue completing their weekly homework of spellings, spelling word search,
Times Tables Olympics and Maths Whizz (aiming to make four progressions). Please continue to read
with your child at least 3 times a week and record it in their reading record book.

Swallows – Eco Day
All the children had a great time on Eco Day. They worked in mixed age groups and
the Y5 and 6 deserve much credit for the way they supported the younger children.
Everyone had the opportunity to take part in many science and art based activities,
such as pond dipping, insect hunts, paper planes with recycled paper and investigating
how well they flew, making dream catchers, wand and clay heads, and building dens.
In addition a visitor from East Norfolk Council came to talk to the children about
recycling, and we finished our day with an ‘official opening’ of our new benches, made
from recycled bottle tops, provided by the PTA, and our wooden benches bought with
money donated by the Beccles Lions. Mrs Pickering was also there to present us with
our own litter picking equipment. The children beautifully sang our school eco song to
celebrate our Green Flag Award. A huge thank you to everyone who helped.

School Dinners
We are getting an awful lot of food
waste recently because we are
ordering dinners for children who
then bring in their own packed
lunches. If your child is entitled
to a free school dinner, please do
remember to inform the school
office if your child does not require
it. As an eco-school, we are trying to
reduce our waste, thank you.

‘Walk to School Week’
‘Walk to School Week’ was a great success with
many children walking at least once. 60
children managed to earn their certificate by
walking/cycling or scooting to school at least 3
times. That is fantastic and we hope that
during the nice weather you continue to walk to
school.

Walking Bus
Due to the popularity of the walking bus,
it now runs on a Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday.
Please can you see the office to put your
name down if you want your child to be
included.
The walking bus meets at 8.15am in the
Olive Tree Car Park. We will operate
every week, unless there are adverse
weather conditions, in which case, a
message via the Whatsapp group will be
sent out.
Please note that for those who live
outside of the village, the owners of The
Olive Tree have said that it is ok to use
their car park as a safe dropping off
point. Please do drive into the car park
slowly and carefully as there are lots of
children moving around. Please also
refrain from using the carpark to turn
around. Pulling in slowly to drop off is
fine, but please then continue to drive
on.
We are extremely grateful to Rafe and
Gail at The Olive Tree for supporting the
walking bus and allowing us to use their
car park as a starting point.

Maths Whizz – For 17th May to 6th June
Amazing Usage: Isabelle McDonald, Molly Giller, Dulcie King, Finley
Watson, Tyler Carter, Emily Haward, Zara Hill, Ellausise Ball and
Jessica McDonald.
Most Improved: Natasha Pasque, Dulcie King, Isabelle McDonald, William Curtis, Isaac
Wren, Anabella Rackham, Zara Hill and Jessica McDonald.
Well done to all those children, another fantastic effort. Please keep up the good
work.

Maths Whizz Cup
The Maths Whizz cup was
won this time by Swallows class!
This was very close this time with
Swallows averaging 1.7 progressions
and Swifts 1.6!
Let’s see who will win it next
fortnight.

Sparrows Reading
There are only 6 weeks left to go for
the Sparrows children to earn their
Gold Star reading badge. This gives
them 3 opportunities before they
move up to Skylarks. Once they have
moved up, there will be no more
opportunities to earn their special

Sunflowers
The children in Sparrows and Skylarks
brought home a sunflower before half
term. Please can you encourage them
to care for their sunflower by
sponsoring them for every centimetre
they grow. You can take photographs
and email them to the school office so
we can share their success.
A prize will be awarded for the tallest
sunflower, and all money raised will
help towards the cost of getting the
school wind turbine up and running
again.
A copy of the sponsor form is
attached for those that need
another copy.

badge.

Class Attendance
We will be putting the class attendance for each week on the newsletter from now on.
The class with the highest attendance each week will have a little in class treat from
their teacher. This will run from the previous Friday to the current Thursday. Let’s
see which class can get 100% attendance every week.
Sparrows – 98.88% Well done Sparrows! 
Skylarks – 93.85%
Swifts – 95.97%
Swallows – 93.33%
Sun Hats & Sun Cream
A reminder that now the weather is
nicer, can all children have a sun hat in
school as well as sun cream, clearly
labelled. Please note that we are
unable to apply sun cream to children.
Please provide your child with sun
cream which they can apply and
practise at home with them.

PTA Ice Lollies for Sale
The PTA will start to sell ice lollies
after school on a Friday from this
week. They will be 50p, so don’t
forget to bring in some change.

Sports Day
In the run up to Sports Day, Swallows and Swifts will be taking part in intra school competitions,
playing Dodgeball, Netball, Football, Rugby and Rounders. In addition to this, the Year 5 children
will be acting as young leaders, running a carousel of sporting activities for Skylarks and
Sparrows.
We would like to invite parents to watch the children run a variety of races on the afternoon of
Thursday 18th July, from 1:30. The winning teams of the intra school competitions will be also be
presented with their certificates on that afternoon.
We are aware that for some of our Year 6 children, this clashes with their transition week at
Hobart. Please look out for a letter about this.

Dates for the Diary
Monday 10th June – Class Photos and Year 6 Leavers Photos
Friday 21st June – Non Uniform Day in exchange for £1 for PTA Sweet Tombola
Friday 21st June – 8pm – 10pm – Talk in Village Hall by Brian Heard – See PTA for tickets, £5 each.
Wednesday 26th June until Friday 28th June – Swallows at Hilltop Residential
Thursday 27th June – Whole School Trip (Except Swallows) to Royal Norfolk Show – More details to
Follow.
Friday 28th June – New Parents Meeting for September 2019 Intake
Thursday 4th July – Transition Afternoon
Saturday 6th July – Pirate themed Summer Fete 12noon – 3pm
Monday 8th July – Transition Afternoon
Thursday 11th July – Summer Production Afternoon Performance
Friday 12th July – Summer Production Evening Performance
*New Date* - Thursday 18th July - Sports Day – Parents are invited in from 1.30pm
Friday 19th July – End of year celebrations, Party in the Park for Reception and KS1, 6pm – 8pm
KS2 Disco.
Wednesday 24th July – Last Day of Term

Twitter @EllinghamVC

